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his guard against the attempts that will be made to
debauch him in his life and his religion. u It is their
object; they do not affect to conceal it.** They wish,
she said to Walsingham, to keep the Prince at Court
to turn him into an atheist. If this happened, what
greater calamity could befall him or the Cause ?

Catherine accepted the marriage because she
trusted to keep her future son-in-law at Court. She
hoped that her band of lively maids of honour, her
masques and ballets, would prove more attractive
than the rough Calvinist soldiers, the tedious theo-
logians, the prayers and improving discourses at
Nerac and Pau. .If Henry were converted, the
Protestants lost the support of the first Prince of the
Blood, and of the most powerful vassal of the French
Crown; if he remained a Huguenot, his rank secured
to him the first place among the sectaries and he
might be the means of perplexing their councils and
embarrassing the Admiral. Either alternative filled
the Queen of Navarre with apprehension. " Pray, "
she writes to her son, " that this marriage may not be
made in God's anger for our punishment." Her
letters are full of nervous irritation; she finds it
impossible to speak to the King or his sister; she
only sees their mother, who treats her with insolent
duplicity. " She behaves in such wise, laughing in
my face, that you may say my patience surpasses
Griselda's; though I burst, I am determined not to
lose my temper. I cannot say I lack advice; every
one has advice to give me and all different. It is a
marvel I can endure the annoyances I suffer. I am
dared, insulted and worried. They even make holes